
Lesson 13: Integrity & Endurance 

Integrity means doing the right thing at all times and in all circumstances, whether or 
not anyone is watching. 

 
Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway said it best: “In looking for people to hire, look for three 
qualities: integrity, intelligence, and energy.  And if they don’t have the first one, the other two will kill you.”  

 
After surveying thousands of people around the world and performing more than 400 written case studies, James 
Kouzes and Barry Posner identified those characteristics most desired in a leader. In virtually every survey, honesty 
or integrity was identified more frequently than any other trait.  (Kouzes, James M., and Posner, Barry Z. 
Credibility: How leaders gain and lose it, why people demand it (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1993), 14.) 

 
It’s not surprising that people want to be able to trust their leaders!   

1. What did the Israelites say about Samuel at the end of his leadership?   1 Sam. 12:1-4. 
 
 
 
Samuel held himself accountable to the people he led. He opened himself up to the scrutiny of 
everyone with whom he had ever had dealings. 
 

2. What did Samuel say he would do it he had unjustly taken from someone?  How did that  
demonstrate integrity?   

 
 
 
Consistency:  There must be consistency between what is inside and what 
is outside. God is totally consistent. His actions and behaviors always 
match his character and nature. And His goal for us is nothing less.   
Psalm 105:8; Hebrews 13:8, 6:18; Titus 1:2 
 

3. Compare / contrast Integrity with  
a) “the ends justifies the means” 

b) Situation Ethics 

c) Compromise 



d) Discipline 

4.  What is the opposite of Integrity?  Matt. 23:13-15, 23-24, 27 
 
 

5. Read Job 21:7-14.  What does the Bible teach about 
people we (or our children) may see without integrity 
that seem to be so successful and ‘win’ without ever 
getting caught?   Proverbs 10:9; Psalm 73:1-20 

 
 
 

6. What are your thoughts about this counsel?  Might others judge you or your children 
trustworthy or dishonest simply because of friends?   

 
 
 

ENDURANCE is the ability or strength to continue or last, especially despite fatigue, 
stress, or other adverse conditions; stamina. 

 
7. What does James say about endurance?  Why?  James 1:2, 12 

 
 

8. Should adversity surprise a Christian?   
 
 

9. Let’s face it: life is tough.  How is it possible to endure the trials and problems we have 
in this world?  How do these passages help us? 

a. 1 Cor. 10:13 
b. Phil. 4:13 
c. Rom. 15:5 

 
10. The Endurance of Christ.  How did he do it?  How did Jesus endure all he suffered?  

What was his focus?  Hebrews 12:1-2.  Matt. 4:4, 7, 10.   What are the lessons for us?   
 
 



Job—A Man of Endurance and Integrity 
Think of Job; a blameless man before God.  Satan accused Job of being selfish and unexpectedly took 
everything from him – worldly possessions, family, friends, own health.  Others turned against him – 
wife, friends.  And while Job questioned what was happening, he never did curse God.  After enduring 
and maintaining his integrity, he was blessed with more than before.   

 

Just as termites can cause a wooden house to topple, discouragement can undermine a Christian’s 
integrity. 

 

 
One of the best ways to teach integrity and endurance is to ask…. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO?   
And to follow it with discussion… 

 
 
Some ways to teach your children integrity.   

1. Drive the speed limit. 
2. Never ask your children to lie for you or them. (As in “Tell them I’m not here”)  
3. Never tolerate even the smallest lie. 
4. Apologize when you wrong your children. 
5. Send them into a store with more money than they need to buy a particular item.  When 

they come out, see if they offer the change.  Deal with them accordingly. 
6. Fathers, never allow your sons to be disrespectful or rude to their mother. 
7. Set up tasks that require their follow-through without supervision, and see if they carry 

out instructions on their own. 
 
 


